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Motorist killed
in Kingsport crash
From staff reports

KINGSPORT — A Tuesday
morning traffic crash in
Kingsport has killed a woman,
who police say would have sus-
tained less severe injuries had
she been wearing her seat belt.

Kingsport police report the
incident occurred at about 5 a.m.
on Bloomingdale Pike at the in-
tersection with Bloomington
Drive.

A 2005 Mazda 6 was westbound
when the driver failed to negoti-
ate a curve, crossed the east-

bound traffic lane and exited the
r o a d w a y.

Police say the Mazda then
struck a power pole and concrete
culvert before coming to rest.

The female driver was trans-
ported to a local hospital and
died of her injuries. She report-
edly was not wearing a seat belt.

The victim has yet to be pub-
licly identified pending the notifi-
cation of her family.

It’s currently not known what
caused her to lose control of her
car. An investigation is continu-
ing.

Haslam proposes
$33.2M for facility
at Northeast State
Governor to speak at college Friday
By HANK HAYES
hhayes@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Te n n e s s e e
Gov. Bill Haslam is expected to talk
more about his planned strategic
education investments when he
visits Northeast State Community
College Friday for a 10:30 a.m.
speech at the
Wellmont Re-
gional Center
for the Per-
forming Arts.

Haslam, a
Republican,
delivered his
“State of the
State” mes -
sage to law-
makers on
Monday, and his upcoming talk at
Northeast State was described by
his communications office as a
“State of the State follow-up.”

In his message on Monday,
Haslam insisted lawmakers must
address the rising cost of college
tuition.

“We have to make a college ed-
ucation more accessible, and we
have to make sure we have quali-
ty programs in Tennessee,”

Haslam explained. “Only 32 per-
cent of Tennesseans have earned
an associates’ degree or higher.
That’s not good enough. Our goal
is to move the needle so that Ten-
nessee is on track to raise that
number to 55 percent by 2025.
...We begin our ‘Drive to 55’  — a
strategic initiative to have the
best trained work force in Ameri-
ca.”

Haslam also unveiled his $32.6
billion budget proposal, which in-
cludes $33.2 million in capital
funding for a Northeast State
technical education complex that
will be directly tied to advanced
manufacturing in the region. The
project will use $22 million in
bond financing.

The 120,000-square-foot com-
plex on Northeast State’s main
campus will include business and
advanced technologies programs,

HASLAM

INSIDE
Gov. Bill Haslam told participants in
a school safety summit on Tuesday
that the state is committed to doing
what it can to provide better securi-
ty at Tennessee schools. Page 6A.
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Saturday, March 16, 2013
7am – 1pm
Appalachian Fair Grounds • Gray, TN

Call Sheila today to reserve your booth 
423.722.0527

$45 for wall spaces • All other booths $39

The Easy Way! 
Everything under one roof,
climate controlled
guaranteed rain or shine.
We will tell everyone about it
and you can be part of it.
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‘Old Faithful’ Kingsport plans waterline work on Truxton, Konnarock, Warpath
By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — City leaders have au-
thorized a nearly $1 million waterline
project along Konnarock Road, Warpath
Drive and Truxton Drive.

The Truxton Drive work will replace
one of the few remaining sections of the
original and problematic “Old Faithful”
waterline.

The project will replace 6,375 linear
feet of waterlines along Truxton and the
section of Konnarock/Warpath from
Sherwood Drive to Fort Henry Drive.
Earlier this month, the Board of Mayor
and Aldermen awarded the bid for the
project to Tipton Construction Company
in the amount of $954,000.

Chad Austin, water and sewer mainte-
nance manager for the city, said con-
struction will likely begin in the

March/April time frame with the con-
tract calling for a 150-day construction
period.

Tr u x t o n ’s 16-inch cast iron pipe will
be downsized to a 12-inch ductile iron
pipe, which Austin said would help with
the hydraulics within the water system.

“Basically, it’s going to push water into
different areas that we need because the
water tank in that area fills up quicker
than anything else,” Austin said. “(This

replacement) will help the tank not fill
up as quick and make for a more effi-
cient operation.”

The Truxton line dates back to 1929
and is part of the original waterline that
ran through the downtown area, the infa-
mous “Old Faithful” waterline. “Old
Faithful” was a 5-mile, crosstown water
main that broke dozens of times in the
late 1990s and early 2000s and was re-
sponsible for numerous downtown floods.

It was officially decommissioned in
2003 following a three-year, $7 million re-
placement project.

“We ’ve had two or three breaks on
Truxton recently and it just needs to be
replaced,” Austin said. “The joints are
what’s caused the problem. Over time the
joints expand and cause these catas-
trophic failures. The whole top of the

David Grace —dgrace@timesnews.net

Scott County Circuit Court Clerk Bo Taylor, inset, looks over historical records recently. Above is a map of Gate City from 1890.

Digitization of historical Scott
chancery causes completed
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By WES BUNCH
wbunch@timesnews.net

Program to restore and index its collection
of chancery causes covering the years
1816 to 1942.

Digital images of all Scott County causes
prior to 1912 have been placed on the
librar y’s Virginia Memories website for
public viewing via the Chancery Records
Index.

Taylor said he was pleased that the

years-long process has finally come to an
end.

“I’m excited about the project’s
completion and that the chancery records
are preserved and available to the public
for free at any time of day or night,” Ta y l o r
said.

Taylor, who has been in office since
2000, said the project was one of the first
he undertook when he was elected.

“The goal of this grant is for all of the
clerks that have records from pre-1913,”
Taylor said. “Those are considered sacred

A fter nearly a decade of work,
scores of historical chancery
records from Scott County dating

back as far as 1816 were recently
digitized, indexed and made available for
public viewing by the Library of Virginia in
Richmond.

Scott County Circuit Court Clerk Bo
Taylor said his office used grant funding
made available through the Library’s
Circuit Court Records Preservation Please see DIGITIZATION, page 2A
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